






Plate 47 

The all-masonry Romeo cannery in Dover reflected a change in the canning 
industry toward more substantial buildings owned by out-of-state combines. 
State Department of Agricuaure glass p'late negative # 82, Delaware Archives. 

Throughout the nineteenth century, canners tried to improve their product and their production 

methods, but most cans continued to be made individually by workers in the loft over the canning factory. 

Americans patented many different processes and machines, which may be used as dating evidence on 

sites where cans have survived. Some of the innovators founded canneries that produced their peculiar 

cans; Richardson and Robbins' famous tapered plum pudding can was made in Dover within living 
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memory. By 1902, modern open-top cans had replaced most of the hole-in-top styles; these cans are made 

by machine in separate manufacturing plants. As the can manufacture and canning industries separated, 

food containers became standardized and less sensitive to archreological analysis. 

As a stage in the development of American manufacturing, the Lebanon cannery provides insights 

into the larger history of technology. Tinsmithing is an ancient art, practiced even today by highly trained 

craftsmen who draw upon a long craft tradition. A master tinsmith could make the finest tin cans, but they 

would be too expensive and there would never be enough of them. As the canning industry began to 

grow, a new kind of tinsmithing was invented to meet the demand for cheap containers made quickly in 

quantity. 

Plate 48 

Scott and Daly's Dover cannery (1929-1931), shown here during off season, 
succeeded the Liberty Brands company in one of the last Dover plants. State 
Department of Agriculture glass plate negative # 1020, Delaware Archives. 

114 




